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WORKING GROUP: POLITICAL CONDITIONALITY AND DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS

Session one – Belgrade, November 28th, 2006
Topic: Obstacles towards the European future of Serbia
(Cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, negotiations on the future status of Kosovo, insufficient awareness of Serbian citizens on EU integration process)

RECOMMENDATION
· To intensify efforts in reaching as wide of a consensus as possible on the integration of Serbia into the EU together with solving the inherited problems and obstacles in the European future of Serbia;

· To undertake all necessary activities with the aim of immediate implementation of the action plan for the completion of cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and removing the key obstacle for the continuation of negotiations with the EU and conclusion of the Stabilization and Association Agreement;

· To intensify efforts in the process of strengthening capacities of domestic judiciary for organizing trials for war crimes before courts in Serbia;

· To undertake adequate activities with the goal of confronting the public with the past in order to overcome inherited problems and promote European values in Serbia;

· To undertake immediate measures and activities with the aim of enhancing the international position of Serbia and improving its image in the world with the inclusion of all social actors which could contribute to it;  

· To employ all necessary efforts in order to reach as wide a consensus as possible in defining foreign policy priorities and strengthening capacities (administrative and financial) for long term pro-active foreign policy, both in the region and member countries of the EU and Contact Group;

· Appropriate information of the public on real developments in negotiations on the final status of Kosovo and presentation of alternative scenarios in case of unfavorable developments for Serbia;

· To stress concrete examples from the region on thing which the EU did for the neighboring countries;

· To increase public pressure on the necessity of reforming political parties as the only institutions in the society which did not go through the transition process;

· When informing the public about the EU to insist on the values on which it is based, long-term effects of Serbia’s accession to the EU, and the fact that the reforms and EU accession are done because of ourselves, and not some other, outside factor;

· To invite politicians to inform the public objectively and responsibly in their speeches about the integration process of our country to the EU and the reforms necessary to undertake within the above mentioned process. Populism and demagogy can significantly endanger the long-term process of economic and social transition of Serbia into a modern, stable and democratic state;

· To increase the financial resources paid from the budget of Republic of Serbia for the needs of adequate information of the citizens on the process of EU integration and consider a possibility of establishing a special fund to finance projects with the aim of promoting values on which the European integration process is based and to inform citizens about this process;
· To consider introducing an optional course in high schools on the topic of Europe or including these topics into the curriculum of the course of civil education in high schools.
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